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REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  FOR 

. THE  YEAR, 

1243^ 

Mr.  Mayor,  Mrs .Councillor  Nightingale  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  present 

the  Annual  Report  on 

the  health 

of 

your  District:- 

CHIEF  STATISTICS. 

BIRTHS. 

Males . 

Females, 

Total. 

Legitimate. 

93. 

103. 

196. 

ID  legitimate . 

10. 

10. 

20. 

- 

103. 

113* 

216. 

44 

STILL  BIRTHS. 

Males.  Females, 

Total. 

Legitimate . 

3. 

2. 

5* 

Illegitimate , 

** 

♦ 

3. 

2. 

5. 

1232' 

Birth-rate  per  1,000  0 

f estimated  resident 

population. 

17.7  14.9 

Still  Birth  rate  per  1 

,000  total  (live  and 

still )births. 

23.  54. 

DEATHS.  Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

74, 

77, 

151. 

1332. 

Death-rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  resident  population.  12.3  11.5 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  causes* 


Rate  per  1 .000  total 
live  and  still  births* 


1232a 


Puerperal  Sepsis,  Nil* 

Other  puerperal  causes*  1. 

Total,  1, 


Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year. 
Death-rates  of  infants  under  one  ye 


Nil. 

4.5 

1, 

4.5 

6.0 

Male 

Female 

Total . 

3. 

6, 

9 

» ^ 

1232. 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births.  40, 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate 

live  births,  36* 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate 

live  births.  100, 


24. 

26. 


Deaths  from  Cancer.  ( all  ages)  16.  15, 

Deaths  from  Measles  ( all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough,  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  ( under  2 years  of  age)  1.  1. 

Comparison  with  some  of  the  figures  for  the  whole  country 
is  as  follows j- 

England  & 7/ales.  Borough,  Boro*  1939, 


Birth-rate 

16.5 

Death-rate 

12,1 

Infant  Mortality 

Rate , 

49.0 

17.7 

14,9 

12.3 

11.5 

40.0 

24.0 

.1 
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CAUSES  OF DEATH  TABLE  FOR  1941 


Cause  of  Death. 

Males. 

Females, 

Total 

Typhoid  and  parat:  fevers. 

Cerebro-spinal  fever. 

- 

- 

- 

Scarlet  Fever. 

- 

- 

- 

Whooping  Cough. 

- 

- 

- 

Diphtheria. 

- 

- 

- 

T.B.  of  respiratory  system. 

5 

1 

6 

Other  forms  of  T.B. 

- 

4 

4 

Syphilitic  diseases. 

- 

- 

- 

Influenza. 

2 

2 

Measles. 

- 

- 

- . 

Ac .polio-myel .&  polio-enceph. 

- 

- 

- 

Ac.  infect,  enceph. 

- 

- 

Cancer.  (Totals) 

8 

8 

16 

Cancer  of  Buc.cav.&  Oesoph.  (M)  ) 
Uterus  (F).  ) 

Cancer  of  stomach  & duodenum.  ) 

1 

3 

2 

3 

3 

Cancer  of  breast.  ) 

1 

l 

Cancer  - all  other  sites..  ) 

4 

5 

9 

Diabetes. 

1 

l 

2 

Intra-cranial  vase,  lesions. 

8 

13 

21 

Heart  diseases. 

17 

19 

36 

Other  dis.  of  circulatory  system. 

1 

1 

Bronchitis. 

3 

6 

9 

Pneumonia. 

2 

1 

3 

Other  respiratory  diseases. 

- 

- 

- 

Ulcer  of  stomach  & duodenum. 

- 

- 

Diarrhoea  - under  2 years. 

1 

- 

1 

Appendicitis. 

- 

- 

- 

Other  digve.  diseases. 

- 

- 

- 

Nephritis, 

4 

2 

6 

?uer.&  post-abort,  sepsis. 

- 

- 

- 

Other  Maternal  causes. 

- 

1 

1 

Premature  birth. 

- 

3 

3 

Can. mal .birth  inj.  Infant. dis. 

- 

2 

2 

Suicide . 

4 

2 

6 

Road  traffic  accidents. 

2 

2 

Other  violent  causes. 

1 

1 

2 

All  other  causes. 

15 

13 

28 

TOTALS. 


7 4 


77 


151 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA . 


The  sharing  of  isolation  hospital  accommodation  with 
other  Institutions  in  the  County  continues  and  is  of  much 
assistance* 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT . 

WATER  SUPPLIES* 

This  service  is  adequate,  and  the  town  is  hpw  furnished 
with  water  cf  an  excellent  quality,  analyses  of  which  are 
consistently  good;  but  in  the  present  abnormal  drought,  the 
demands  made  upon  it  have  imposed  a considerable  strain. 

SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

With  the  present  works  inadequate,  a Ministry  cf  Health 
Inquiry  was  held  ( 1944)  on  an  application  to  extend  the 
present  facilities.  If  the  necessary  permission  is  granted 
a considerable  number  of  new  swers  will  need  to  be  laid. 
Conditionally,  on  the  entire  shheme  being  completed  the 
Borough  should  then  possess  an  excellent  disposal  system. 

HOUSING . 


In  abeyance  for  the  present,  a scheme  is  projected  which 
can  be  put  into  effect  as  soon  as  conditions  permit,  providing 
for  a fihst  instalment  of  two  hundred  houses. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Duties  under  the  Food  and  Drug  Acts  1928-38  are  carried 
out  by  the  Inspector  of  Weights  and  Measures.  Sanitary 
Inspectors  can  also  take  samples  under  the  Acts. 

All  dairies  and  slaughterhouses  are  under  the  supervision 
cf  your  Sanitary  Inspector,  by  whom  they  are  visited 
periodically. Meat  Inspection  is  carried  out  by  the  Assistant 
Sanitary  Inspector  (Capt.)  G. C. Lancaster ,M.R.C.V.S. 


PREVALENCE  OF.  AND  CONTROL 

OVER. INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES. 

Notified  Diseases  (other 

than  Tuberculosis)  during  the 

year,  1943 

DISEASE . 

Total  Cases* 

Admitted  to 

Total 

• 

• 

Notified • 

Hospital 

Deaths  * 

Scarlet  Fever. 

18. 

13. 

- 

Diphtheria. 

- 

- 

Enteric  Fever 

- 

- 

- 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

4 

ta* 

Pneumonia 

10. 

3 

Dysentery 

1 

- 

Measles 

18 

•4 

«■» 

Whooping  Cough 

3^ 

- 

Erysipelas 

3 

_ 

0 


...  ^ 
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ANALYSIS  OF  TOTAL  NOTIFIED  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  CASES 
( OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS ) DURING  THE  YEAR  194  3 . 


Age  Groups. 
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Under  1 year 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

4 

- 

1 - 

2 years. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

— 

3 - 

4 " 

2 

- 

- 

3 

6 

8 

- 

5 - 

10  " 

9 

- 

- 

- 

1 

«■* 

11 

16 

- 

11 

- 15  " 

3 

- 

- 
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1 

- 

- 

2. 
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16 

- 20  M 

- 
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end  over 
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TOTALS,  18  - 4 10  1 18  34  3. 


DIPHTHERIA. 

There  were  no  cases  notified  during  the  year.  In  1939) 
22  cases  were  reported.  Immunization  began  in  1940,  and 
recent  national  figures  show  a marked  decrease  in  the  number 
of  cases  notified,  and  also  in  the  number  of  deaths.  It  is 
very  satisfactory  to  be  able  to  record  a year  free  from 
notifications  of  this  serious  malady. 

WHOOPING  COUGH  & MEASLES . 

34  cases  of  Whooping  Cough  and  18  cases  of  Measles 
were  notified,  the  majority  occurring  during  the  first  half 
of  the  year.  There  were  no  deaths. 

INFLUENZA. 

An  epidemic  both  national  and  local  occurred  during 
November  and  December  affecting  very  large  numbers  of 
persons  both  old  and  young.  Although  the  disease  was  of  a 
moderate  type  two  deaths  were  reported. 

SCABIES. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  County  Council^ 
whereby  cases  can  be  treated  in  their  Hospitals  at  a flat % » 

rate  per  head,  irrespective  of  the  length  of  stay.  This 
has  been  of  much  value,  and  15  cases  were  treated  ynder 
this  scheme.  As  the  disease  is  not  notifiable,  it  is 
difficult  to  estimate  the  number  involved,  but  in  general 
cases  have  been  on  the  decrease. 
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DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNIZATION 


The  table  below  gives  particulars  of  children 
immunized  during  the  year,  and  also  the  total  numbers 
immunized  from  the  inception  of  the  scheme  to  the  end 
of  1943* 


AGES . 


1943.  0-4  (inc.) 

5-14  (inc.) 

Total 

129. 

212. 

341 

1940  - 1943. (inc).  713. 

1575. 

2288 

Total 

Estimated  % 

Immunized.  86. 

87. 

These  figures  do  not  include  children  inoculated 
privately,  as  these  are  difficult  of  estimation,  but 
the  numbers  are  known  to  be  large.  If  therefore,  a 
conservative  figure  of  4%  is  added  to  include  these  it 
means  that  90%  of  the  local  children  are  protected. 

This  is  an  excellent  result,  and  considerable  credit 
must  be  given  to  the  Principals  of  Schools  and  to  the 
District  Nurses  mil  of  whom  have  manifested  much  interest, 
and  have  given  valuable  assistance. 

Infants  who  are  about  to  begin  school  should  have,  as 
an  added  precaution  one  more  " boosting”  injection,  on 
entering  school,  if  more  than  two  years  have  elapsed  since 
their  previous  inoculation. 

No  schools  were  closed  during  the  year,  due  to 
infectious  disease. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


The  following-  table  gives  particulars  of  the  13 
new  cases  of  Tuberculosis,  and  of  all  deaths  from  the 
disease  in  the  area  during  1943. 


NEW  CASES. 


DEATHS. 


Age  Periods.  Pulmonary. 


Non-Pulmonary.  Pulmonary 


Non-Pulmon 


M.  F. 


M.  F. 


M.  F.  M.  F. 


Under  1 year. 
1-4  years. 
5-14  » 

15-  24  " 

25-  34  " 

35-  44  " 

45-  54  " 

55-  64  M 

. 65  and  over. 


1 

1 

1 


1 

1 

1 


1 


1 


1 

1 

3 


1 

2 

1 


1 

1 


1 

2 

1 


TOTALS.  341  5 42-4 


Number  of  deaths  from  non-notified  Tuberculosis  1. 

Total  number  of  Tuberculosis  Deaths.  10. 

The  vital  statistics  bear  favourable  comparison 
with  those  of  the  Country  as  a whole.  Compared  with 
the  1939  Borough  Figures,  the  birth-rate  has  increased 
by  nearly  3 Per  1,000  of  the  population,  but  the  very 
low  infantile  death-rate  has  not  been  approached. 


I am  much  indebted  to  the  Sanitary  Inspector  (Mr. 
J. Abbott)  and  his  staff  for  their  kind  co-operation 
and  help  during  the  year. 


I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


J.J.  MURRAY 


* 


